
%ЏЌІЃЈЁЎЉЈ� �2ЈЎϻЌЃЉ� �&ϻЈϻϾϻ



This booklet is dedicated in loving memory of 
Zbigniew ‘Zbig’ Brzezinski 

1928 – 2017 

Reprinted from Quo Vadis Chicago 2012 Delegate Book: 

Greetings to the Young Polonians of Quo Vadis: 

I congratulate you on your initiative to create an intercontinental network 

of young Polonians, dedicated to America and yet conscious of their deep 

ties with Poland.  Indeed, the latter provide a strong basis for the former: 

Americans of Polish descent, proud of their historical origins, make good 

citizens and have served America bravely in the conflicts in which 

America happened to be engaged in the course of the last hundred years. As an American of 

Polish origin, I am particularly conscious of the fact that by retaining in full my rather Polish-

sounding name, I have contributed to greater confidence on the part of Polish Americans in 

retaining also their original names. It seems to me that every time a Polish-American name 

appears in some prominent position, one notes thereby another step forward in the increased 

influence of Polish Americans in American without the loss of their Polish visibility and 

identity. 

You are to be commended on your efforts and I wish you every success. 

Zbigniew Brzezinski 

Zbigniew Kazimierz "Zbig" Brzezinski, March 28, 1928 – May 26, 2017 

Zbigniew was a Polish-American diplomat and political scientist. He served as a counselor to President Lyndon

B. Johnson from 1966-68 and was President Jimmy Carter's National Security Advisor from 1977-81. Zbigniew

attended high school in Montreal and stayed to obtained his Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees from McGill

University. He served as the Robert E. Osgood Professor of American Foreign Policy at Johns Hopkins

University's School of Advanced International Studies, a scholar at the Center for Strategic and International

Studies, and a member of various boards and councils. He appeared frequently as an expert on the PBS

program The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, ABC News' This Week with Christiane Amanpour, and on MSNBC's

Morning Joe. Brzezinski was a past member of the Atlantic Council and the National Endowment for

Democracy. At the time of his death, he was a member of the Council on Foreign Relations and the

International Honorary Council of the European Academy of Diplomacy. Brzezinski died in Virginia on May 26,

2017 at the age of 89. His funeral was held June 9 in Washington, D.C. Former President Carter and former

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright were among those who gave eulogies, while attendees included

international diplomats and emissaries, journalists Carl Bernstein, Chuck Todd and David Ignatius; 100-year-

old Gen. Edward Rowny, former National Security Adviser Susan E. Rice and current NSA Lt. Gen. H. R.

McMaster. Brzezinski was a supporter of Quo Vadis since the very first conference in 2009 in Ottawa.



Dear delegates, esteemed guests, and friends of Quo Vadis, 

It is our absolute pleasure to welcome you to this year’s Quo Vadis conference in Burlington, 

Ontario.  

Since 2009, Quo Vadis conferences have provided young Polonia leaders from Canada, 

United States, Europe and Australia with the opportunity to come together, exchange ideas, 

and discuss future initiatives to answer one important question: Where are we going? Quo 

Vadis provides a platform for a highly educated generation of leaders with methods and tools 

necessary to answer this question and make a meaningful contribution to the Polish 

community in their respective countries.  

This year’s Quo Vadis is a little different. For the first time in history, our conference 

deliberately coincides with the Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Polish Congress 

(CPC). The CPC is an umbrella organization founded in 1933 by Polish-Canadians. The goal 

of the CPC is to coordinate activities and to articulate the concerns of the Polish-Canadian 

community on public policy issues. The CPC aims to reflect the voice of over one million 

Canadians of Polish ancestry.  

The purpose of having these two important events coincide in time and venue is to encourage 

a dialogue between the millennial generation of Polonia and members of the CPC. It is also 

significant to note that since October of 2016, six out of twenty elected CPC National Head 

Executive Board Members are members of young Polonia, four of which sit on our 

conference organizing committee: Natalia Kusendova, Mike Kustra, Andrzej Dabrowski, and 

Artur Winogrodzki. This reflects the need for generational integration and succession 

planning for a strong an internationally recognized organization such as the CPC.  

It is our hope that this year’s Quo Vadis delegates are inspired to take that first step and 

become involved in any Polonia organization, or to be encouraged to continue their current 

involvement. We, as the Polish Diaspora, are only as strong as the sum of our individual 

selves. Thus, it is important to keep our history, cultures, and traditions alive in Canada.  

Ania Barycka, QV2017 Chair 

baryckanada@gmail.com 

519-980-6930 

mailto:baryckanada@gmail.com


October 2017 

Greetings from Mayor Goldring 

On behalf of Burlington City Council, I would like to extend warm greetings to the guests and 
volunteers who are here today to promote youth leadership, networking, and to celebrate Polish-
Canadian culture at the Quo Vadis 2017:  Nowa Fala Conference. 

The Polish community has enriched Burlington’s cultural heritage and been an important part of our 
city for decades. As a city, we are honoured to have been chosen as this year’s host, and we welcome 
all attendees to explore all that Burlington has to offer, from our waterfront and vibrant downtown 
to our northern escarpment views.  

Congratulations to Quo Vadis Conferences Canada and the Canadian Polish Congress Youth 
Committee which, in hosting events such as the Quo Vadis Nowa Fala conference, ensure the 
continuation of their commitment to promoting Polish heritage, culture and history. 

A sincere thank you to all the volunteers for the tremendous contribution you make to ensure the 
success of this event. 

Sincerely, 

Rick Goldring  Mayor, 
 City of Burlington 





Eleanor McMahon, MPP
Burlington

Peter Milczyn, MPP
Etobicoke-Lakeshore

472 Brock Ave., Suite 104, Burlington, ON L7S 1N1
905.639.7924  |  eleanormcmahon.onmpp.ca

 933 The Queensway, Etobicoke, ON M8Z 1P3 
416-259-2249 | pmilczyn.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

QUO VADIS 2017: NOWA FALA 
QUO VADIS CONFERENCES CANADA 

CANADIAN POLISH CONGRESS YOUTH COMMITTEE 

October 13-14, 2017 

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, we are delighted to welcome delegates to the 
Quo Vadis 2017: Nowa Fala conference in Burlington. 

This two-day conference brings together students and young professionals of Polish 
Canadian descent who are engaged in strengthening our country’s Polish community 
and planning for its future successes. 

Today’s young people are tomorrow’s leaders, thinkers and innovators. Since its 
inception in 2009 proudly here in Ontario, and through its expansion nationally and 
internationally, this empowering conference is an extraordinary opportunity to develop 
leadership skills, to work collaboratively with and gain new perspectives from peers, and 
to expand the horizons for both individual and community success.  

The Polish community is an integral part of our multicultural success story, and it 
continues to help make Ontario an even better place to live.  

We thank the members of the Quo Vadis 2017: Nowa Fala organizing committee, 
comprised of young and dynamic Polonia leaders, and delegates for their commitment 
to advancing professional development, leadership, and civic engagement.  

We offer our best wishes for a successful and inspiring conference. 



PATRICK BROWN 
MPP - Simcoe North 
Leader of the Official Opposition

Greetings from the Leader of the Official Opposition, Patrick Brown, 
on Quo Vadis 2017: “Nowa Fala” Polonia Youth Conference 

October 14, 2017 

Dear Friends, 

I am pleased to extend my best wishes to all of you gathered today for the  Quo Vadis 
2017: “Nowa Fala” Polonia youth conference in Burlington. 

Throughout the day, you will have the opportunity to benefit from a program that features 
many accomplished community leaders and peers who want to help you build a vibrant 
future both for yourselves, and for Polonia, here in Ontario and across Canada. 

For my part, I have always been impressed by the many active and enthusiastic young 
members of Polonia that I have met over the years. Your presence at this conference 
shows that you too are engaged and eager to make a difference. 

Ontario’s Polish community has been an important part of the cultural, economic and 
political fabric of our province and country since Confederation, 150 years ago. As you 
gather to share your heritage and vision for the future, please know that all Ontarians are 
proud of your contributions and wish you well. 

Once again, I hope that you will have a successful and enjoyable conference, and look 
forward to joining you at future Polonia events. 

MPP – Simcoe North  
Leader of the Official Opposition 





 

 

 

“Quo Vadis is not a goal; Quo Vadis is the process. Where are you going Polonia?” 

The idea behind Quo Vadis originated in September of 2008 when five students from the University 
of Ottawa decided to organize a conference for their Polish-Canadian peers.  The conference was themed 
after Henryk Sienkiewicz’s historical novel “Quo Vadis”, which translates from Latin to “Where are you 

going?” 

The goal of the conference was to address the future of Polonia in Canada and to shape the 
identity of Polish-Canadian youth between the ages of 18 and 35.  The conference stemmed from a 
concern that the complete assimilation of Polish culture into mainstream society would result in the loss of 
our rich heritage, traditions, and language.  The driving motivation of the conference was to bring together 
Polish students and young professionals, and to ultimately strengthen the Polish-Canadian community.   

The first ever Quo Vadis took place in Ottawa in May of 2009, and the conference was titled “Quo 

Vadis? Polish-Canadian Youth Leadership Challenge”. This event gathered 117 delegates in Canada’s 

capital city, where delegates were able to hone their leadership skills, but also build a network of like-
minded youth activists, senior leaders, and prominent Polish-Canadians. The conference was proven a 
success and it was considered to be a vital and historical event for today’s Polonia. The first conference 

fostered a sense of heritage, leadership, and unity, which to this day, continue to be the founding pillars of 
Quo Vadis young leaders conferences.  

The second Quo Vadis took place in May of 2010 in Windsor, Ontario, and was titled “Building 

Bridges, Building Leaders”. The conference expanded its geographical horizons, as for the very first time, 
delegates attended from both Canada and the United States. The keynote address was delivered by His 
Excellency, Bogdan Borusewicz, Speaker of the Polish Senate. The famous Polish rock band, Budka 
Suflera, made a special performance for the 150 delegates.  

The conference continued with its tradition in May of 2011, and “Quo Vadis III: Tools for Success” 

took place in Toronto, Ontario. With over 200 delegates attending the conference from 16 countries, the 
Quo Vadis movement gained international acclaim and momentum.  The conference was held at the 
University of Toronto and delegates were treated to an excursion to the eighth wonder of the world, 
Niagara Falls. Key note speakers included Honourable Jason Kenney, Minister of Immigration Citizenship 
and Multiculturalism, and Honourable Marek Sawicki, Minister of Agriculture of the Republic of Poland.   

In August of 2012, the Quo Vadis conference series moved out of the province of Ontario for the 
first time. The fourth conference was held in Calgary, Alberta.  This conference was titled "Integration" and 
in addition to professional networking and social events, it addressed ways that young Polonia can 
engage in and integrate with their local Polish-Canadian communities.  

Later that same month, in August of 2012, Quo Vadis was held in Chicago, Illinois. This was the 
very first American edition of the conference. The Chicago conference was titled “Modern Leaders: Own 

Your Identity" and it drew delegates from all over the world. The aim of the conference was to educate 
Polish youth about their cultural history, as it was premised on the idea that Polish youth first need to learn 
about their culture and develop their identity before they may effectively impact their community. 

2013 marked an important milestone for Quo Vadis, as it was the fifth consecutive year that the 
conference was organized. That year, Quo Vadis continued to expand its reach, as not only was it held in 
Canada and the United States, but also in Australia. The host cities in 2013 included New Britain, 
Connecticut, Montreal, Quebec, and Sydney, New South Wales. The remarkable nature of this 

History of Quo Vadis 



achievement cannot be understated, as this was likely the very first occasion in history that the 
international Polish Diaspora was connected.   

Following the success of the previous conferences, Vancouver, British Columbia was chosen as 
the host city for the 2014 Canadian conference, and Melbourne, Victoria was chosen for the Australian 
conference. The theme of the conferences included connecting, strengthening, and creating a future for 
young Polonia. The focus of the Vancouver conference was not only on the Polish roots of the delegates, 
but also on how their heritage interplays with their Canadian identity.  

There continued to be a strong desire for the millennial Polish diaspora to connect, exchange 
ideas, and to strengthen the community. In response, the Canadian Polish Congress-Youth Committee 
and the newly established Quo Vadis Conferences Canada Inc., along with a dedicated group of 
community leaders, organized the eleventh Quo Vadis conference, titled "Nowa Fala", which is taking 
place in Burlington, Ontario from October 13th to 14th, 2017.   

Quo Vadis 2009 – Ottawa, ON Quo Vadis 2010 – Windsor, ON 

Quo Vadis 2011 – Toronto, ON Quo Vadis 2012 – Calgary, AB 

Quo Vadis 2013 – Montreal, QC Quo Vadis 2014 – Vancouver, BC 



 

 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2017 

8:00-9:00pm 
Canada-Poland Networking Night – Cocktail Hour 

Location: Beaver & Bulldogs Tap & Grill, 2020 Lakeshore Rd, Burlington, ON L7R 4G8 

9:00-11:00pm 

Canada-Poland Networking Night – Opening Welcome & Presentations 

Co-hosted with Canada Poland Chamber of Commerce 

Leader: Mike Kustra 

 

Speaker: Wojciech Sniegowski, President, Canada-Poland Chamber of Commerce of Toronto 

Speaker: Adam Szymkow, Kannuk Vodka Founder and Distiller 

Location: Beaver & Bulldogs Tap & Grill, 2020 Lakeshore Rd, Burlington, ON L7R 4G8 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2017 

8:00-9:30am 

Breakfast and Registration (Pick Up Delegate Materials) 

Leaders: Michelle Gajewski & Krys Weiss 

Location: Polish National Union Of Canada Branch 17, 2316 Fairview St, Burlington, ON L7R 2E4 

9:30-10:30am 
Ice-Breakers 

Leaders: Andrew Dabrowski & Krystopher Weiss 

10:30-11:15am 

Opening Ceremony 

Master of Ceremonies: Ania Barycka, Conference Chair 

 

Speaker: Wladyslaw Lizon, President of CPC 

Speaker: His Worship, Rick Goldring, Mayor of Burlington 

Speaker: Dr. Andrzej Kurnicki, His Excellency, Ambassador of Poland to Canada 

Speaker: Eleanor McMahon, MPP Burlington 

Speaker: Sam Oosterhoff, MPP Niagara West-Glenbrook  

Speaker: David Christopherson, MP Hamilton Centre 

 

Official Group Photo: Maggie Habieda, Fotografia Boutique  

11:15-11:45am 
Networking with VIP Guests and Coffee Break 

Leader: Andrzej Dabrowski 

Conference Schedule 



 

11:45-12:45pm 

“Tools for Success” Young Leaders Panel 

Moderator: Natalia Kusendova, Registered Nurse                                                                   

 

Panelist 1: Louiza Szacon, Strategic Event Partnerships  

Panelist 2: Kamil Podleszanski, Lawyer, Krylov Lam & Company LLP     

Panelist 3: Dr. Michael Surkont, Pain Medicine & Investigating Coroner, Province of Ontario  

Panelist 4: Mike Kustra, Engineering & Project Management, EllisDon 

Panelist 5: Kinga Surma, Progressive Conservative Candidate for Etobicoke Center  

12:45-1:30pm Lunch 

1:30-2:30pm 

“Building Bridges, Building Leaders” Networking Session with Canadian Polish Congress 

AGM Delegates & Open Mic 

Leader: Natalia Kusendova, CPC National Head Executive BOD 

2:30-3:00pm 

“Connecting Cultures” History of CPC and Famous Polish Canadians Lecture  

Leader: Artur Winogrodzki 

 

Speaker: Wladyslaw Lizon, President of CPC 

Speaker: Jerzy Barycki, Chairman, National Council of CPC, Polish-Canadian Commemorative 

Exhibition, Canada 150 

3:00-4:00pm 
“Quo Vadis? Polish-Canadian Youth Leadership Challenge” 

Leader: Magda Sulzycka 

4:00-4:15pm Coffee Break 

4:15-5:45pm 

“Connecting Tomorrow’s Future” Discussion on Succession Planning for Polonia 

Organizations and QV Conferences & Open Mic 

Leader: Andrew Dabrowski 

5:45-6:45pm 

“Growing Our Roots” Closing Remarks & Keynote Address 

Leaders: Michelle Gajewski & Jakub Rybaczuk  

 

Keynote: Professor Walter Perchal, York University 

6:45-7:30pm Dinner 

7:30-8:30pm Time to Change for Mixer 

8:30-11:00pm 

Nowa Fala Mixer 

Leader: Mike Kustra 

Location: Polish National Union Of Canada Branch 17, 2316 Fairview St, Burlington, ON L7R 2E4  



 

Ania Barycka 
Chair 
Profession: Law Clerk at Miller Canfield 
 
About: Ania grew up and currently lives in 
Windsor, Ontario. In 2008, she moved to 
Ottawa to pursue a political science degree and 
joined the Polish Students’ Society of the 
University of Ottawa. Together, with five other 
individuals, Ania co-founded Quo Vadis 
conferences in Canada with the very first 
conference taking place in Ottawa in 2009. In 
2010, she became Co-Chair of the second Quo 

Vadis conference, “Building Bridges, Building Leaders”, in Windsor which 
gathered together 150 students and young professionals of Polish descent 
from all over North America. In 2011, Ania became VIP Coordinator for 
the third annual Quo Vadis, “Tools for Success”, which took place in 
Toronto with 208 students and young professionals in attendance from 
North America and Europe. 
 
While Ania was working towards her bachelor’s degree in Ottawa, she also 
completed numerous professional internships in Canada, Poland, Belgium 
and France. Between the years of 2008 and 2013, Ania interned at the 
Consulate of the Republic of Poland in Toronto, the Ministry of 
International Trade in Ottawa, the Ministry of Citizenship, Immigration and 
Multiculturalism in Ottawa, the Polish French Communication Agency in 
Toulouse, France, the European Parliament in Brussels, Belgium, the 
European Academy of Diplomacy in Warsaw, Poland, and the Senate of 
Poland in Warsaw, Poland. In 2013, Ania graduated with an Honours 
Bachelor of Social Sciences degree from the University of Ottawa, 
specializing in Political Science. 
 
Ania moved back to Windsor in 2014 and started her Juris Doctor degree 
at the University of Detroit Mercy, School of Law. While completing her 
degree, Ania volunteered with many local and international organizations, 
such as Windsor Lawyers Feed the Hungry, Windsor-Essex Humane 
Society, the Canadian Diabetes Association, the Freedom House in 
Detroit. She was also elected as the National Representative for the 
United States by the International Bar Association. While she studied law, 
Ania also worked in the corporate group at Miller, Canfield, Paddock and 
Stone in Detroit, Michigan, a law firm with a strong Polish practice and 
three offices in Poland. She continues to work for this firm to this day. 
 
In 2016, Ania participated in the University of Detroit Mercy Immigration 
Law Clinic, where she appeared in Detroit Immigration Court and 
successfully represented an asylum seeker. Ania graduated from the 
University of Detroit Mercy in May 2017 and is currently awaiting Michigan 
bar results. 
 

Jakub Rybaczuk 
Sponsorship Director 
Profession: Account Manager & Sales 
 
About: Jakub was born in Poland and immigrated 
to Canada at a young age. Living and growing up 
in Windsor for the majority of his life, he graduated 
from the University of Windsor in 2010 with a 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) double majoring in 
Criminology and History. Upon graduation, he 
was hired by Omnitracs Canada Inc. and has 

worked at Omnitracs Sylectus, a transportation management software 
company for the last five years. As an account manager and inside sales 
professional, he works with transportation companies to help them 
connect and integrate with software as well as help grow their business by 
connecting with other companies. Working in the corporate field, Jakub 
has used his open attitude and people skills to thrive in the business 
environment he works in. He has also spent the last five years volunteering 
at the Windsor-Essex Children’s Aid Society as a Homework Volunteer 
Coordinator helping at risk youth achieve their full potential. When he 
takes time off, Jakub enjoys volunteering, futurism, technology, 
longboarding, travelling, hiking, reading and learning about other cultures. 
 

Natalia Kusendova 
Vice Chair 
Profession: Registered Nurse 
 
About: Natalia graduated from the University 
of Toronto in 2012 with a BSc in Human and 
Molecular Biology. After a few years of 
working in the corporate environment, she 
decided to pursue her passion for health care 
and enrolled in an accelerated BSc in Nursing, 
Scholar Practitioner Program at Nipissing 
University, from which she graduated in 2016. 
She currently works as a Registered Nurse at 

the Etobicoke General Hospital Emergency Department. Natalia is excited 
to immerse herself in her nursing career. She wants to dedicate her life to 
the service of others, by providing ethical, compassionate and 
professional nursing care. She believes that the role of nurses is not only 
as primary care providers at the bedside or in the community, but also as 
strong patient advocates and health policy co-creators.  
Natalia’s dream is to participate in shaping, transforming and improving 
Ontario’s health care system through advocacy and involvement in policy 
and politics. She serves as an Outreach Advisor to Patrick Brown, Leader 
of Ontario’s Official Opposition. She is also a member of the PC Health 
Care Policy Advisory Council where she is working together with other 
health care professionals on proposing innovative, true and tested 
solutions to the current health care challenges. She is also a Policy and 
Political Action Executive Nursing Officer for the Registered Nurses’ 
Association of Ontario (RNAO), Peel Chapter, where she advocates for 
nursing and health issues to the different levels of government. 
 
She believes that strong communities and future leaders are created 
through civic engagement and mentorship. She is very passionate about 
her Polish roots and has volunteered for many Polonia organizations over 
the years. Currently, she is a Director at the Canadian Polish Congress 
National Head Executive Board where she is focusing on youth 
engagement, mentorship and fundraising. She also volunteers her time for 
our honoured Veterans at Polish Combatants’ Association, Branch 20. 
She believes that in order to carve a path and a future for oneself, a young 
person must be aware of their ancestral history and their cultural heritage. 
She is tremendously grateful to all veterans and senior community leaders 
for their sacrifices, their incredible work ethic and their willingness to share 
with the younger generations.  
 
Natalia served as the Co-chair of the "Quo Vadis III: Tools for Success" 
conference in 2011, welcoming 208 delegates from 16 countries to 
Toronto. She is excited to continue the QV legacy and welcomes you all 
to Burlington for the QV2017: "Nowa Fala" Conference. The wave is here, 
let's ride it! 
 

Andrew Dabrowski 
Program Director 
Profession: Real Estate Agent & High School 
Teacher 
 
About: Andrew’s family left Poland due to 
communism and the Chernobyl disaster. After 
settling in Mississauga, Andrew had a difficult 
time adjusting to Canadian culture. Upon entering 
high school, Andrew was pleasantly surprised to 
find a large Polish community who supported one 

another and shared pride in their heritage. The Polish culture has shaped 
Andrew’s identity and given him a sense of purpose and belonging. From 
church groups to university Polish clubs and athletic associations, he’s 
taken on leadership roles and assisted with organizing events. Being 
involved in such organizations has allowed him to connect with people, 
keep his culture and values alive, as well as to celebrate who we are as 
Polish Canadians. Andrew is not only proud to be Polish, but also happy 
to be part of this wonderful community. He labours to give back to the 
groups that have provided such joy in his life. He does this through 
mentoring students, coaching, teaching. leading conferences such as 
ISKRA, Quo Vadis, and inspiring today’s youth. 

Organizing Committee 



Mike Kustra 
Accommodations Director 
Profession: Construction Project & Facility 
Management 
 
About: After his mother and father left communist 
Poland in the early 90’s, Mike became the first of 
his family to be born in Toronto. Growing up within 
an extensive Polish-Canadian community, Mike 
attended Polish School, danced in Kujawiacy: 
Polish Song & Dance Ensemble, runs PISK, and 
is a director with KPK. Mike is heavily engaged 
within the Polish-Canadian community, and 

enjoys spending time meeting people, and traveling. In his professional 
life, Mike works in the construction project and facility management 
industry where he oversees various projects through design, construction, 
operation, and maintenance. He is currently managing all additional 
construction at Oakville Trafalgar Memorial Hospital through a joint-
venture partnership with EllisDon Corporation and Carillion Canada. 
 

 
Artur Winogrodzki 
CPC Main Branch Liaison 
Profession: Psychiatrist 
 
About: Born in 1977 in Wroclaw, Poland, Artur 
has been living in Canada since 1989.  He has 
been actively involved in the Polish-Canadian 
community since 1990.   Artur has been a 
member of the Polish Scouting Association 
operating outside of Poland, becoming an 
instructor in 1995. Artur also became actively 
involved in the Canadian Polish Congress (CPC) 

in 1992.  Between 2008 and 2013, he was the head of the Youth 
Committee of the CPC – Manitoba Branch. Between 2013 and 2015, Artur 
also served as Vice-President of the CPC – Manitoba Branch, where he 
was responsible for youth matters.  Since 2014, Artur has been a member 
of the Head Executive of the Canadian Polish Congress, where he has 
been actively involved in the Youth Committee.  In 2011, Artur was 
awarded the Bronze Honour Pin from the Canadian Polish Congress and 
in 2013 was awarded a Bronze Pin from the Polish Gymnastics 
Association “Sokół”. Artur Winogrodzki also founded a Polish-Canadian 
music label “Hyper Recordz” in 2006. The label is based in Winnipeg and 
is involved in music publishing and event organization and promotion. 
 

 
Michael Kulasza 
Executive Organizer 
Profession: Communications & Market 
Research 
 
About: From 1998 until 2010, Michael spent the 
majority of his career in transportation and 
logistics, working for companies such as 
Canadian Pacific Railway and the Canadian 
Wheat Board. He returned to school in 2010 in 
order to pursue his passion in communications 
and graduated from the University of Winnipeg’s 

Public Relations & Marketing Management program in the top third in his 
class. Since graduating, Michael’s career in communications has included 
public relations with CN Rail and marketing research with Ipsos Direct 
Michael is a talented and respected writer. In 2014, he created the blog 
site Short Film Fan (shortfilmfan.com) which is dedicated to promoting and 
celebrating Canadian short films. Through his blog, he has developed and 
maintained positive relationships with independent film producers across 
Canada, as well as a number of representatives of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation and the National Film Board of Canada. Michael 
is also active in maintaining his Polish roots by assisting the Polish 
Association ‘Sokół’ of St. Boniface with their social media needs and with 
the club’s various social activities. 
 

Michelle Gajewski 
Social Media Director & Delegate 
Liaison 
Profession: Recent Law Graduate & MA 
Sociology Graduate 
 
About: Michelle has been actively involved in 
the Polish community in Windsor since 
childhood, attending Polish school and getting 
involved with the Polish Village for the annual 
Carrousel of the Nations Festival, the Polish-
Canadian Students’ Association of Windsor 

(PCSAW), and Polish Week in Windsor. Most recently, Michelle won 5 
gold medals for Team Canada at the Polonia World Games (Światowe 
Igrzyska Polonijne) held in Toruń this past summer for swimming, as well 
as 3 gold medals, 5 silver medals, and set 1 meet record with the women’s 
relay for Canada in Kielce, 2013. Michelle has also been heavily involved 
in campus life in Canada and England by volunteering and taking on 
leadership roles for countless organizations. Her contributions to her 
community have earned her the Ontario Volunteer Service Award (2015), 
the Windsor Youth Leadership Award from the City of Windsor (2014), and 
the Gold Centennial Medal for outstanding service to people of Polish 
heritage (2013). Michelle enjoys writing in her spare time and hopes to 
become a policymaker. Her dream is to improve national and international 
policy surrounding food and nutrition security, but is happy to improve 
people’s lives any way she can. 

 
Kamil Podleszanski 
Media & VIP Coordinator 
Profession: Lawyer 
 
About: Kamil spent the formative years of his life 
growing up in the Polish community in the Greater 
Toronto Area. Instead of watching cartoons, he 
begrudgingly spent his Saturday mornings 
attending Polish school. Kamil obtained his 
Honours Bachelors of Arts in Philosophy from the 
University of Guelph in 2011. He later obtained his 
law degree (J.D.) from the University of Western 
Ontario in 2015. While in law school, Kamil 

participated in numerous moot court competitions, and he also 
volunteered at Community Legal Services, a legal clinic for students and 
low-income individuals. In 2013, Kamil attended his first Quo Vadis 
Conference in Montreal. His experiences at the conference prompted him 
to found the Polish Canadian Legal Association. Kamil was called to the 
bar in 2016. Kamil’s legal practice includes personal injury and commercial 
litigation. When not practicing law, Kamil enjoys playing organized hockey, 
attending concerts, and participating in community and volunteer 
organizations. 

 
Krystopher Weiss 
Executive Organizer 
Profession: Studying Gerontology Inter-
Professional Practice 
 
About: After his father was adopted into a Polish 
family in Canada, he decided to go to Poland to 
find love. His father met his mother at a church in 
Poland. They decided to get married in Canada 
and start a family in London, Ontario. Being 
Polish is a part of life for Krys, which 
encompasses faith, language, music and dance. 

Krys has been involved with Our Lady of Czestochowa Roman Catholic 
Church different youth initiatives. Krys attended Polish School on 
Saturdays all the way to Grade 12. As a member of Cracovia Folk and 
Dance ensemble, Krys has performed at different festivals in Ontario, 
United States, and in Poland. Currently, Krys has been focusing on his 
studies in Gerontology Inter-Professional Practice in order to help the new 
influx of Polish seniors in Canada. In his spare time, Krys loves to play on 
the accordion and sing a variety of Polish songs. Exploring and going on 
adventures are his greatest passions. 
 

 



 

 

Wladyslaw Lizon, President of CPC  
Born, raised and educated in Poland, Wladyslaw Lizon graduated with a Master’s Degree in Mining Engineering. He is one of 
many immigrants from Poland who have made Canada their home, started their business and become part of the wonderful 
fabric of Polish-Canadians. With his ethic of hard work and dedication, Wladyslaw founded Gomark Enterprises, a consulting 
business which designs and supplies interior finishes in marble, granite and other natural stones. He later expanded his business 
to include importing and servicing machinery for use in the stone industry. He proudly served as National President of the 
Canadian Polish Congress for 5 years. Through his work with the Congress, and thanks to the Conservative Government, 
Wladyslaw delivered results for the Polish community including the removal of Visa requirements for visitors from Poland. He is 
also a founding member of Tribute to Liberty – an organization dedicated to building the national monument and honouring 
victims of communism. In May of 2011, Wladyslaw Lizon was voted in as Canada’s first Polish born, raised and educated 
Member of Parliament. Indeed, this was a proud and important moment for Polish-Canadians. Through his Parliamentary roles, 
Wladyslaw has made several visits to Poland. The first was with Prime Minister Stephen Harper in 2012 to mark the 25th 
anniversary of the country’s emergence from communism. He was in the Parliamentary delegation with the Governor General 

of Canada which attended the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Auchwitz-Birkenau German Nazi Concentration Camp; and to observe the 
International Day of Commemoration to Honour the Victims of the Holocaust. Wladyslaw returned to Poland with the Prime Minister in June of 2015 to 
further strengthen the ties between Canada and Poland, as well as discuss future collaboration in the energy sector, research and innovation. Wladyslaw 
has indicated that Poland is one of Canada's key NATO allies and our biggest trading market in central and Eastern Europe. 
 
 

His Worship, Rick Goldring, Mayor of Burlington 
Rick Goldring took his oath of office for his second term as mayor of the City of Burlington on December 1, 2014. Prior to being 
sworn in as mayor in 2010, he served as the Ward 5 City & Regional Councillor for four years. A lifelong Burlington resident, 
Rick went to Nelson High School and earned his Bachelor of Arts (Economics) from McMaster University. Rick and his wife, 
Cheryl, have a combined total of seven daughters. As a member of the Burlington business community for more than 30 years, 
most recently as a senior financial advisor with Assante Financial Management Ltd., Rick has always been actively involved in 
community affairs. He is a member and past president of the Hamilton Chapter of Advocis - Canada's largest association of 
financial advisors. Rick is a Rotarian and Paul Harris Fellow, and has also been on the board of the Ron Edwards (Burlington) 
Family YMCA and the Burlington Chamber of Commerce. Rick is the leader of a professional and dedicated council and values 

the collaboration and focus they have shown to the tasks at hand and the people of Burlington. He looks forward to another term of prosperity and 
thoughtful decision-making while fostering Burlington's status as one of the best places in Canada to live and work. 
 
 

Dr. Andrzej Kurnicki, His Excellency, Ambassador of Poland to Canada 
Andrzej Kurnicki holds a PhD in economics (PhD thesis about monetary policy of the FED and the capital market), he is a 
specialist in finance, capital markets, private and investment banking. He is also an expert in developing international programs 
in finance, banking, education and business. In the 1980s and 1990s he gained experience as a financial and investment advisor 
in the United States. For many years he has been an academic lecturer (University of Warsaw, Coventry University / Lazarski 
University) and program coordinator for students and senior managers in Poland and USA, including Executive MBA programs 
(University of Wales). Between 2014 and 2016, he served as head of the department of finance and banking at Lazarski 
University, and later, as head of its capital markets department. He organized many international conferences for managers 
and private investors both in Poland and in the USA. He was a scholar of the Polish Heritage Association in Baltimore, MD 
USA. He was a student of Mr. Robert McTeera - President of the Central Bank (FED) in the US (Dallas). He chairs or participates 
in over 40 panels and discussion boards in finance, investment banking or capital markets programs. 
 

Eleanor McMahon, MPP Burlington 
Eleanor McMahon was elected to the Ontario legislature in 2014 as MPP for Burlington. After serving as Parliamentary Assistant 
to the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, she was appointed as the Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport on June 
13, 2016. Eleanor has worked in senior roles in business, government and the not-for-profit sector and is the founder of the 
Share the Road Cycling Coalition. She spent the early part of her career on Parliament Hill where she held a number of 
positions, including Press Secretary to the Right Honourable Jean Chrétien. Her experience also includes time with the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce, Petro-Canada, the United Way Ottawa, the Ontario Medical Association, and as a member 
of the Canadian Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Through her breadth of private sector and community-based 
experience, Eleanor understands how to work with the business community to create jobs and grow our economy, and how to 
create stronger communities by investing in people. 

 

 

Speakers 

 



 

 

 

Sam Oosterhoff, MPP Niagara West-Glenbrook 
Sam Oosterhoff is the Member of Provincial Parliament for the riding of Niagara West—Glanbrook. His election to the Ontario 
Legislature in November of 2016 made history, and headlines across Canada, as he became the youngest ever Member of 
Provincial Parliament. Having grown up in the Niagara Peninsula, Sam has always had a deep appreciation for the value of 
hard work. Growing up, he spent countless hours working on the family farm, and later working in the private sector in demolition 
and excavating. After getting involved in conservative politics early on, he worked on the federal Conservative campaign in the 
2015 federal election, before moving to Ottawa to work as a Legislative Assistant and policy analyst for a Conservative Member 
of Parliament. In the fall of 2016, a by-election was called for Sam's home riding of Niagara West—Glanbrook. While 
simultaneously studying Political Science at Brock University and working a part-time job, Sam organized and successfully 
fought an underdog campaign for the Progressive Conservative nomination against established veteran politicians, before 
winning a high-profile victory in the by-election. He increased the PC Party of Ontario's margin of victory by 13% over the 
previous election result in the riding. Since his election, Sam has been working hard to represent the interests, priorities, and 

concerns of Niagara West – Glanbrook’s families and job creators. Sam is also working to energize a new generation of politically active Ontario youth 
who want to work for the good of the entire province. 
 

 

Jerry (Jerzy) Barycki, P.Eng. 
President of the Polish‐Canadian Business and Professionals Association of Windsor, the Canadian Polish Congress 
(Windsor‐Chatham Branch) and Chairman of the National Council of the Canadian Polish Congress. 
He was born and raised in Poland and immigrated to Canada in 1982. Jerry is a retired professional civil engineer, a community 
dedicated volunteer and an organizer of Polish‐Canadian high-profile events. He is a passionate promotor of the Windsor 
Community across Ontario, Canada, Poland and abroad. He was involved for many years in significant Polonia projects, 
including: the Polonia Park housing project (with about 1,000 residents), the Polonia Center (Windsor) Inc. (which has 
contributed over $1,000,000 to the Polish & Canadian Community in Windsor since 1978), the Polish-Canadian Business and 
Professional Association of Windsor (which has generated almost $480,000 for community use). He has a special connection 
with youth generation. Since 2009, he has served five terms as an Honorary Advisor for the annual leadership conferences of 
young Polonia, Quo Vadis. Currently, he spearheaded the Canada 150 tribute and celebration project, which contains a 

collection of 9 unique exhibits offering a celebratory reflection on three thematic groups: Contribution of Poles to Canada, Polish Gratitude to Canada 

and Contribution of Poles to the World. 

 

Professor Walter Perchal, LCol (Ret)      
Graduate and Undergraduate Faculty York University; Director - The Schulich Executive Centre in Security, Resilience, 
and, Intelligence; Managing Director IC Inc.   
Since completing his studies Walter Perchal has engaged in three concurrent careers. Academically, he has long been affiliated 
with York University in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  Over the course of his teaching time there he has served as both 
undergraduate and graduate faculty in a number of programs and departments. Among his academic activities he was part of 
the founding faculty group and is current faculty in, both, the undergraduate and graduate programs in Disaster and Emergency 
Management. This is one of only two such programs in Canada. Until recently he also taught in Canada’s leading Business 

School – The Schulich School of Business.  Currently, there, he is the Director of the Centre of Excellence in Security, 
Resilience, and, Intelligence at the Schulich Executive Education Centre. Additionally, he has been a guest Professor in a 
number of universities around the world. His academic work has been recognized with numerous distinctions including:  The 

York University – University Wide Teaching Award for Teaching Excellence, the Schulich School of Business Award for Teaching Excellence, and, the 
Dean’s Award for Outstanding Teaching. In a second career, he served as an Officer in the Canadian Forces.  During his period of service, he 
commanded The Royal Regiment of Canada and later was appointed Special Advisor to the Canadian Army Commander. In the course of those latter 
duties he also served as a Military Advisor to Senior Allied Commanders. Finally, throughout this period he has directed a number of companies. Among 
these is an international interdisciplinary consultancy where he has served as, Managing Director, which has provided solutions to both government 
and private sector clients. Additionally, during this period he has been actively engaged in various roles in the biotech industry including, a term as 
President of a leading-edge biotech firm, and, throughout this period, as an executive or member of the Board of Directors of various other firms. In his 
own words, he is a transdisciplinarian by background, a professional by experience, and, a country boy by choice. 

Speakers 

 



Louiza Szacon, Strategic Event Partnerships 
Louiza is a sponsorship and experiential marketing professional with 10 years of experience in business development and 
brand activation.  Described as a "connector", Louiza specializes in partnering brands with event properties to create 
emotional sales experiences both in consumer and B2B markets.  She has created content and developed revenue for 
conferences, special events, photo studios and festivals, including the Roncesvalles Polish Festival.  Currently, Louiza is 
the Strategic Event Partnerships Manager at The Baycrest Foundation in Toronto, as well as the Toronto lead for Celo 
Global, yearly activating the Q Lounge and LA Times Headquarters during TIFF.  She holds a bachelor’s and master’s
degree from Western and McMaster respectively, and is alumni to Poland in the Rockies (2010), Quo Vadis Conferences, 
and is one of the founding members of the Ekran Polish Film Festival.  

Contact: louizaszacon@gmail.com 

Kamil Podleszanski, Lawyer, Krylov Lam & Company LLP 
Kamil obtained his Honours Bachelors of Arts Degree in Philosophy from the University of Guelph in 2011. He later obtained 
his law degree (J.D.) from the University of Western Ontario in 2015. While in law school, Kamil participated in numerous 
moot court competitions, and he also volunteered at Community Legal Services, a legal clinic for students and low-income 
individuals. Kamil was called to the bar in 2016. Kamil’s legal practice includes personal injury and commercial litigation. 
When not practicing law, Kamil enjoys playing organized hockey, attending concerts, and participating in community and 
volunteer organizations. 

Contact: kamilpod@gmail.com 

Dr. Michael Surkont, Pain Medicine & Investigating Coroner, Province of Ontario 
Michael is a Pain Physician, Coroner and Emergency Room Physician. He attended the University of Toronto for 
undergraduate studies and entered medical school at Queen's University in Kingston. He entered medical school as the 
youngest member of his class. Following medical school, he completed postgraduate studies at Western University.
Currently, Michal serves as the Medical Director and Founder of the Vaughan Pain Clinic and of Releva Pain Centre in 
Etobicoke. He is an Investigating Coroner in Mississauga. Michael was born in Lodz, Poland and came to Canada as a 
child. He is trilingual (English, Polish, French) having attended Polish school at the Consulate General in Toronto. 

Contact: msurkont@qmed.ca 

Mike Kustra, Engineering & Project Management, EllisDon 
Mike works in the construction project and facility management industry where he oversees various projects through design, 
construction, operation, and maintenance. He is currently managing all additional construction at Oakville Trafalgar 
Memorial Hospital through a joint-venture partnership with EllisDon Corporation and Carillion Canada. Growing up within an 
extensive Polish-Canadian community, Mike attended Polish School, danced in Kujawiacy: Polish Song & Dance Ensemble, 
runs PISK and is a director with KPK. Mike is heavily engaged within the Polish-Canadian community, and enjoys spending 
time meeting people, and traveling. 

Contact: Mkustra@ellisdon.com 

Kinga Surma, Progressive Conservative Candidate for Etobicoke Center 
Kinga began her political career in 2010 working on the Toronto Mayoral Election, which resulted in her being hired at City 
Hall during Rob Ford's Mayorship. In 2014, Kinga ran a formidable campaign as a City Council candidate in the Toronto 
Municipal Election. After the election, Kinga was hired to manage Ontario PC Party Leadership Candidate Christine Elliot's 
campaign tour, a position that led to the role of Caucus Relations in the office of Patrick Brown, Leader of the Official 
Opposition. In the 2016 Scarborough-Rouge River by-election, Kinga played a pivotal role in Conservative MPP Raymond 
Cho's successful bid – a riding which had been held by the Liberals since 1999. Throughout her involvement in politics, 
Kinga has worked on elections at all three levels of government. Her comprehensive knowledge of municipal, provincial and 
federal orders of government has allowed her to effectively address the concerns of Etobicoke residents. Kinga is action-
focused and results-oriented. Kinga came to Canada from Poland when she was 4 years old. As a successful immigrant 
and Canadian citizen, she understands the challenges that newcomers face when beginning their life in Canada. 

Contact: surma.kinga@gmail.com 

“Tools for Success” Young Leaders Panel 



Importance of Polish Heritage & Upholding Polish Roots 
 

 
 
Polish Students’ Initiative of Canada (PISK) is proud to sponsor the following three student 
essay winners to attend “Quo Vadis: Nowa Fala”: 
 
By: Victoria Sterna (Interior Design, Sheridan College) 

 

“It has been said that Poland is dead, exhausted, enslaved, but here is the proof of her life and triumph” 

             - Henryk Sienkiewicz.  

This quote from novelist Sienkiewicz really strikes a personal note in my heart, because historically the 
country and people of Poland have endured much due to the two world wars and, consequently, so has my 
family history. My Polish heritage is incredibly important to me because I believe that cultural roots form the 
main core of a person’s identity. When I think of oneness, identification, and sameness, I instantaneously 

reflect upon my heritage and think of those who also share my culture. Due to the implications of diaspora, 
generations of Polish families have slowly let go of their cultural traditions and lost their roots from the original 
homeland. I admire and appreciate the Polish-Canadian families who participate in the Christian faith and 
follow cultural traditions. I believe that there are three cultural traditions that are important for me to uphold 
from my Polish roots. These include: the learning and teaching of the Polish language and history, cooking 
traditional foods and participation in Polish communities, including following the Christian faith by attending 
Mass regularly and bringing up a family in the faith. 

I believe that language and Polish history are the fundamentals to upholding one’s Polish heritage. 
Being able to communicate with parents, grandparents and other family members brings immediate and 
extended family closer together. Speaking Polish and sharing family history with colleagues and acquaintances 
is also a pleasure due to the instant bond produced through conversation. For example, while working as a 
Project Coordinator this past summer I worked with a Polish painter. It was a great pleasure for myself, as I am 
sure it was for him, to communicate in Polish while working. I am always grateful that my parents enrolled me 
Polish language and history classes, as I grew up in Canada. Learning Polish as a child effortlessly made me a 
native speaker of both English and Polish, and I wish for my children to attain the same fluency. 

The cooking and eating of Polish foods is another important tradition. For example, I grew up cooking 
pierogi with my Babcia’s and red barszcz with my mother for Christmas. I have begun to collect all these Polish 

family recipes and will continue the tradition of cooking and baking Polish foods when I will have my own 
family. When I was studying at Carleton University in Ottawa, I joined the Polish Student Society at the 
University of Ottawa (PSSUO). It was there that I socialized with other Polish students at pub nights, joined a 
folk dance group, and attended pierogi Polish movie nights. My favourite memory from PSSUO would have to 
be the Eastern European Bloc Party, which was held annually. This was a well-run event that succeeded in 
uniting all students from various Slavic cultures in dance, song, drink and food.  

Surpassing all unifying traditions, religion is the most essential element of culture. With over 85% of 
Poland’s population identifying as Roman Catholic, faith is an integral foundation of Polish tradition. Since 
visiting Poland five times during the summer months while growing up, I have always been in awe of the 
respect for the Church and regular Mass attendance. My Babcia Jasia is a very strongwilled woman who has 
showed me the importance of attending church and praying. Witnessing her pray with Radio Maryja or go to 
church, although she was frail, has motivated myself as a Christian to always uphold my faith. Although, I live 
in the small town of Grimsby and do not have a Polish church nearby, I attend St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 

Church. Whenever I can, I travel to Sw. Stanislawa Kostki in Hamilton to participate in a Polish mass.  



As I reflect upon all I have done to upholding my Polish roots and heritage, I believe that I have been 
successful thus far. . . I am very proud that I am able to speak Polish and understand Poland’s history, cook 

and enjoy Polish foods, participate in Polish community groups and maintain my Christian faith. I always enjoy 
traveling to Poland, reuniting with extended family and learning more about my heritage. However, I do believe 
that I can always do so much more in terms of Polish community involvement in Canada. I very much look 
forward to attending the Quo Vadis Conference in Burlington this October 2017, meeting and networking with 
my fellow Polish-Canadians. I am eager to see what this leadership conference is able to produce for young 
professionals. 

 
By: Sebastian Glen (Sociology and Psychology, University of Windsor) 

 

I come from a traditional Polish household; raised with our language, our ways, and our faith. I grew up 
attending Roman Catholic services, making pisanki for Easter Mass, and eating traditional Polish foods. I 
remember helping my mother or babcia prepare pickles in the kitchen every once in a while. My fondest 
memories are the times I have spent with family during Wigilia, or during family trips to Poland. My heritage is 
incredibly important to me because it gives me an identity; something I find some people strongly lack. Even 
when I left Canada for Poland to attend World Youth Day 2016, I never once felt homesick. The language, the 
people, the very atmosphere of the country felt homey to me. Even now, I still volunteer my time for the Polish 
People's Home Association in my hometown of Windsor, Ontario. I have even taken up the habit of reading 
Polish history, if only recently.  My heritage almost gives me a sense of purpose and meaning. It associates me 
with perhaps the greatest nation in the world; greatest not in terms of wealth or power, but rather in spirit and 
deeds. I am humbled to be part of a nation known for such unsung deeds of unmatched heroism, like the 
Miracle on the Vistula, the Siege of Vienna, the Warsaw Uprising, and even the Solidarity movement. In my 
mind's eye, Poland is a nation of heroes, living exemplars of virtue. As a Polish person, I have always held our 
forefathers in high regard, and strive to be like them in little ways. I am not usually an outgoing or sporting 
person, but I have never hidden my pride for our country or our people.  

If there is one thing I can do to keep Polish roots alive, it would be to eventually pass Polish culture and 
traditions on to my children. I would raise them in very much the same way my parents raised me. I would take 
them to Roman Catholic, Masses, preferably in Polish, I would show them our many traditions, and make sure 
we would practice Wygilia and other holiday traditions. I would ensure my children attend Polish school, so 
they can properly learn our language. I would even make sure they are active members of the Polish 
community; they will dance in Tatry, they will become harcerze, and become active members in their parish. If 
and when I can, I will take my family to Poland and show them the beauty of the countryside. If time allows it, I 
might even take them mushroom picking and show them the ropes (what ropes? I don’t know what this 

means), as my father did before me. I will steep them in tradition and give them the opportunity to explore their 
culture in a way my parents could not quite do for me, at least not in the way I would have liked. This is how I 
would keep the culture of Poland alive, by playing the long game, thinking on the scale of generations. Who 
else will carry our legacy forward? 

 
By: Caroline Wojdylo (Biology and Anthropology, University of Toronto) 

 

My name is Caroline Wojdylo and I am a fourth-year undergraduate at the University of Toronto. This 
year will be my first time attending a Quo Vadis conference. My personal hope in participating is to help create 
a more unified and strengthen Polonia, especially among young professionals. I believe that, given the 
difficulties of navigating through the educational and professional decisions in our day, Polish youth should 
strive to support and help each other succeed. I think that this event will give Polonia an excellent opportunity 
to connect and get inspired by leaders in our community. In the following I will describe my commitment to my 
Polish roots and why my heritage is integral to my identity. 



I was born in Toronto and raised in Etobicoke by my wonderful parents, Stanislaw and Alicja. The 
language spoken in my home was always Polish, with very limited English being used. The television 
channels, movies, newspapers and music playing in the car were mostly Polish. My parents were committed to 
enrol me in Polish school from kindergarten. Even though I didn’t particularly enjoy it, I continued until I 

graduated from Don Bosco Saturday school – where I first heard of PISK – in 2014. We have always belonged 
to a Polish parish and as I grew older, I became more involved in the community. Throughout my childhood my 
parents would take me to spend some of my vacation in Poland with my family members. Quickly, I fell in love 
with Poland, and it assumed a special place in my heart. When I was 13, my baby brother Jacob was born.  

As I grew older, Fr. Marcin Serwin arrived in Toronto and started the St. Casimir’s Youth Groups. I was 
in Grade 11 at the time and began attending these meetings from the very beginning. I started to play an active 
role in the executive committee of the group and frequently volunteered my time to assist at fundraisers and at 
the parish office. The youth group was a major reason I became involved in the Polish community, and as I 
matured I realized how much I valued maintaining my Polish heritage. Gratefully, I formed many connections 
and friendships with other Polish youth, which continue to be of great importance to me today. 

As my baby brother grew older, I learned how to be a sister and role model of sorts to him. When he 
was a toddler, he spoke only Polish and would only hear English from me and occasionally the television. 
However, as he began school he started to speak English more at home. I came to realize that to maintain his 
proficiency in Polish, I had to speak strictly Polish to him. I was committed to this since he was 4 years old until 
today, always helping him find his words and encouraging him. This has been a major help and he continues to 
speak decently in Polish today. Other ways I have influenced his Polish upbringing is convincing him to stay in 
Polish school, taking part in a Kaszuby trip for children, and currently becoming a candidate for alter serving. 
Of course, I realize that as he will grow up, he will decide whether how much he values his heritage and what 
role it has in his life. My goal is to give him many positive experiences in the Polish community that will 
encourage him to embrace his place in the Polish community. 

Throughout high school, I volunteered at Copernicus Lodge senior home on Sundays and special 
events. At the age of 18, my first job was a summer student employment there – an experience I valued greatly 
as it deepened my appreciation for the Polish community and the passionate leaders in it. This job confirmed 
for me that I will always strive to play a part in Polonia and share my talents with it. 

Today, I write to you in my fourth year of university, where I feel I am at a crossroads of decisions I 
need to make about my future. While I am fully applying myself to my studies at the University of Toronto in 
this final year, I am also hoping to gain some inspiration from professionals and leaders in the Polish 
community regarding how to succeed. I would like to gain insight into how they succeeded in their professional 
life and simply engage myself in a wonderful opportunity to meet new people with whom I share roots. In 
writing this personal letter, I hope I was able to describe how important my Polish roots are to me. Today, I 
actively maintain them by participating in the St. Maximillian Kolbe and St. Casimir youth groups, sharing my 
time and talents in Polonia, working at Wawel Villa during the summer, volunteering as a Kaszuby camp 
counselor, and showing my support at Polish events and initiatives. 
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A sincere thank you to our sponsors, speakers, media representatives, and volunteers who have made 
‘Quo Vadis 2017: Nowa Fala’ Conference possible. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors and honourable mentions. Without your financial and in-kind support, this 
conference would not have been subsidized to the extent it was for our delegates. We were able to 
drastically decrease the delegate fee and keep costs manageable. 
 
Thank you to our esteemed speakers for taking the time out of your busy schedules to share inspirational 
words with us:  

● His Worship, Rick Goldring, Mayor of Burlington 
● Dr. Andrzej Kurnicki, His Excellency, Ambassador of Poland to Canada 
● Wladyslaw Lizon, President of Canadian Polish Congress 
● Jerzy Barycki, Chairman National Council of CPC 
● Professor Walter J. Perchal, LCol (Ret), York University 
● Eleanor McMahon, MPP Burlington 
● Sam Oosterhoff, MPP Niagara West-Glenbrook  
● David Christopherson, MP Hamilton Centre 

 
Thank you to our panelists for your perseverance in your careers and sharing your stories with us: 

● Mike Kustra 
● Kamil Podleszanski 
● Dr. Michael Surkont 
● Kinga Surma 
● Louiza Szacon 

 
Thank you to our media representatives for sharing information on our conference: 

● Malgorzata Bonikowska, Gazeta Gazeta 
● Adriana Tomkowiak, Blogger 

 
Special thanks to: 

 Canadian Polish Congress for sponsoring the conference facilities and participating in joint 
discussions. 

 Canada Poland Chamber of Commerce of Toronto for co-hosting our Friday event, Canada-Poland 
Networking Night.  

 Kasia Kaminska for creating our striking logo. 
 Magda Sulzycka for organizing and executing our Leadership Challenge. 
 Michelle Gajewski for creating and designing our delegate booklets. 

 
Special thank you to Jerzy Barycki and Walter Perchal for their invaluable support for the Quo Vadis 
movement since the very first edition in Ottawa in 2009. You two are truly our most Honourable Quo Vadis 
Advisors.  
 
Special thank you to our many volunteers and individuals who have opened doors for us during the course 
of organizing this conference: Grzegorz Morawski, Robert Kustra, Wojtek Misiaszek, Richard Slisinski, and 
Arthur James Wales.  
 

Thank You 
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